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F9°, UIAA Moutaineering Commission OsRDITI U T, 1998 A —A MY T « KA VLG
2 HESIE, T TICZORMEEFELA->TWE) 2. RI7 FEEL 7ol —7 I —7
wEoTe, BT T UIHETORN ROFERICE LT, fHfiE, 19840 11 A 12-13 HiZY
¥ E=THMESNIZENAD L S BREF D THHENTWD, £9 LT, 2O R 7 M, 199
International Winter Climbing Meet and Seminar in Aviemore, Scotland TH{X#7-, ZDEF
DIZIE, 870, 100 NELEDY T A <=3 LT, BMEANT, TOICEIL, 200045 A
@ Plasy Brenin, Wales ™FEE V) OENIZ, UIAA Council (2 X » TEZR I,

Title: ” To Bolt Or Not To Be ” by the UIAA Mountaineering Commission

The following people cooperated on this project:
Stefan Beulke, German Mountain Guide Association
Alexander Huber, professional climber
Nicholas Mailédnder, DAV
Andreas Orgler, climber and mountain guide
Robert Renzler, OcAV
Karl Schrag, DAV
Pit Schubert, DAV-Sicherheitskreis

3. The redevelopment of rock climbing routes

In the evolution of climbing in low mountain ranges as well as in the lower areas of the high
ranges, many climbers have developed a liking for well—protected sport climbs or fun routes.

A large number of alpine climbers prefer having good bolts on the pitches and on belays on
popular rock climbing routes.

On the other hand, a good number of the climbers who frequent the mountains are interested in
retaining the original character of rock climbing routes and areas. They prefer to do without
bolts, either partially or entirely.

The extent and quality of the equipment of a rock climbing route with fixed protection is an
effective instrument for influencing its popularity: well-protected routes are done more
frequently than poorly protected ones. Thus, in ecologically sensitive areas permanent
protection should be reduced to a minimum On the other hand, in less sensitive areas
possibilities for the climbing activity of a greater number can be created by the development
of well protected rock climbing routes. Climbing areas developed along these guidelines pose
no threat to the natural environment.

A pluralism of the various climbing games is desirable and is welcomed as an expression of the
legitimate individual preferences of climbers. To permit this kind of pluralism we make the
following recommendations:

a) The redevelopment measures should be limited to a selection of frequently climbed routes.
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b)

c)

d)

Certain alpine areas, mountains, or parts of mountains can be excluded from these measures
in order to retain their original character.

Rock climbing routes that represent particular milestones in alpine history (for example,
the North Face of the Eiger/Heckmair—route, Lalidererverschneidung, Marmolata South Spur,
Pumprisse, Grandes Jorasses—Walker Spur, Dru North Face, Traverse of the Grepon or Mei je),
must be left in their original state. This principle also applies to rock climbing routes
with local significance (e.g Gelbe Mauer Direct on Untersberg, Battert Crack on the
Gehrenspitze).

A basic principle of the redevelopment of rock climbing routes is that the character of the
route remains intact:

1. The line of the first ascent is not to be altered. Routes and single pitches done “clean”

on the first ascent (using only nuts, friends, threads, etc.) should not be retrobolted.
Routes and single pitches done “clean” on the first ascent (using only nuts, friends,
threads, etc.) should not be retrobolted.

3. No bolts will be placed on sections of routes that may be done clean by climbers of the grade

SI

of that route.
Runouts may not be neutralized by additional bolts (don’ t take the edge off a runout).

. The difficulty of a route should not be altered through redevelopment measures. Aid passages

left by first ascensionists should be aidable after redevelopment. The amount of permanent
protection in a redeveloped route should be less than the original number of pieces. For
example, several regular pitons can be replaced by a single bolt.

6. For all redevelopment measures, only material that fits European and UIAA standards should

be used. The redevelopment is to be to carried out at recognised standards under the auspices
of the responsible stewardship organisation.

7. A route should not be subject to redevelopment against the will of the first ascensionist.

e)

The valid mode of the redevelopment in a climbing area is defined - on the basis of these
recommendations - by the locally knowledgeable climbers together with the local climbing
groups, if necessary, in cooperation with the responsible authorities. Decision-making
power on the local level guarantees every area its own independent character.

The activities of the local stewardship organizations will be coordinated by a
supraregional committee in order to guarantee the horizontal and vertical flow of
information and to ensure a uniformly high quality of stewardship. The committee mediates
in case of conflicts.
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